
April is one of our favorite months. 
Its arrival heralds the Masters and 

the opening of golf season in many spots 
all over the country. We think again of 
spring trips and eagerly anticipate long 
summer days. If you’re looking for a 
Western destination with sensational 
scenery, plenty of activities, a lavish spa, 
and fun resort-style golf (plus proximity to 
a championship-caliber course), you may 
want to consider Coeur d’Alene Resort. The 
resort is in northern Idaho’s panhandle, 
the part of the Gem State that would earn 
it a place in the finals of any American 
beauty pageant. From the evergreen trees 
blanketing the jagged mountains to the 
sparkling waters of Lake Coeur d’Alene, 
Northern Idaho is easier on the eyes 
than Marilyn Monroe. (For comparison 

purposes, google the famous poster of her 
wearing a dress made from a sack of Idaho 
potatoes.) How beautiful is Coeur d’Alene? 
Attractive enough that National Geographic 
named it one of the five most beautiful 
alpine lakes in the world. The Coeur d’Alene 
Resort took advantage of Mother Nature’s 
work by building a full-service retreat and 
one of the finest conditioned golf courses 
you will ever have the opportunity to play. 

Coeur d’Alene Resort Golf Course, a Scott 
Miller design, may not be especially long or 
tough, but it delivers a thoroughly enjoyable 
and at times rousing experience highlighted 
by the world’s only moveable floating green. 
Everything about the course is designed 
to make a memorable impression. Where 
else do you arrive for your game via an 
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scott Miller’s Coeur d’Alene design rates high on eye candy

C
O

e
u

r
 d

’A
le

N
e
 r

e
s

O
r

T

in THiS iSSUE

Coeur d’Alene Resor t 

The f loating island green  
is just the star t of  the fun
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exhilarating lake crossing in a custom-
crafted mahogany speedboat? Where else 
do you receive a complimentary mini-
massage on the practice range—a range 
where you hit floating balls into a lake? 
Where else do you luxuriate in custom-
made golf carts outfitted with heated seats 
and a tilting steering wheel as you zip 
your way around an immaculate layout 
so dedicated to unblemished beauty that 
all restrooms are hidden underground 
and even the bunker rakes have their own 
subterranean storage compartments?

It’s hard to believe that a place so 
beautiful was once an eyesore. Before 
the Hagadone Corporation purchased 
the property, it was an idle sawmill. 
Hagadone launched a massive cleanup 
project of the lake shore and lake bottom 
and spared no expense on the golf course 
and the world-class resort. Back at the 
main campus at the head of the lake 
and the edge of town, Coeur d’Alene has 
grown since its beginnings in 1986 into one of the premier resorts 
in the western US. 

If you’re planning a trip to this outdoor enthusiast’s playground, 
be aware that the golf season isn’t especially long. The course 
opens in early April and closes in October. July and August are 
peak months, with temperatures averaging about 80 degrees. 
June and September are also typically excellent times to visit, and 
we’ve fortunately had great weather when we’ve visited in May 
and early October. The resort is a member of the Preferred Golf 
program and runs superb early- and late-season specials. If you 
are contemplating a visit, you should talk to a reservationist and 
get on the resort’s e-mail list for special promotions. Twilight golf 
rates (from 2 p.m. in peak season) are also enticing. However, 
keep in mind that although the sun doesn’t set in Coeur d’Alene 
until 10 p.m. in late June and July, the last tee time of the day is 
3:30 p.m. 

Coeur d’Alene is 31 miles from Spokane, Washington and a 
40-minute drive from the Spokane International Airport. Those 
who fly privately should look into Coeur d’Alene Airport, located 
15 minutes from the resort. The airport has two runways, the 
largest of which is 7,400 feet x 100 feet.

Few holes in the golf world match the fascination of the par-three 
14th at Coeur d’Alene (Rating: A-). For its combination of beauty, 
challenge, and uniqueness, this iconic floating-green one-shotter 
is unparalleled. We’ve seen all sorts of holes defined by unique 

land features, vegetation, sand, and water, but Coeur d’Alene is 
the only course on the planet that features a floating green. It is 
also one of a select few that requires a boat to get to the green. 
Score par or better, and you will receive a certificate of completion 
for fine play. Note, however, that if it’s an 8-iron on Monday, you 
shouldn’t assume you will automatically pull that trusty club on 
Tuesday—the floating green changes yardages daily courtesy of 
an underwater cable pulley system. For a stiffer challenge, come 
in the fall when the water level of the lake is lower and the green 
is pushed farther away from shore—up to 220 yards away from 
the tips.

The floating green is hardly Coeur d’Alene’s only highlight. In fact, 
the collection of five par threes is noteworthy enough to grace the 
cover of a magazine. On the short downhill 3rd hole (88 to 155 
yards from five sets of markers), the lake looms to the left from 
tee to green. About 10 years ago, the green site of the short 5th 
hole was dynamited out to enhance the lake view. Large exposed 
rock formations now beautifully frame the clover-shaped green 
surrounded by a huge bunker. This is Coeur d’Alene’s second most 
photographed test. 

As pretty as Coeur d’Alene’s par threes are, they point to our only 
major criticism of the course. The front nine plays very short; 
so short, in fact, that we wondered if the original plans called 
for an executive course. Holes 3, 4, 5, and 6 consist of three par 
threes and a short par four. Even from the tips, none of those par 
threes exceeds 169 yards, and the par-four 4th tops out at 322 
yards. If this section seems shoe-horned into a compact segment 
of the site, the entire course, which rambles over 125 acres, isn’t 
cramped. The back nine is longer and tougher, as water poses an 
intimidating threat. The finishing holes include two lengthy par 

Thanks to an underwater pulley system, yardages vary from day to day on the par-three 14th
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fours sandwiched around the easiest of 
the routing’s short par fours. Ultimately, 
appreciate Coeur d’Alene for what it is—
resort golf at its finest and most scenic. 
Each hole offers a lake view. If you 
bring your camera, chances are you’ll be 
reaching for it often. 

The best way to get ready for your round 
is to head to the driving range. You will 
find a stack of floating golf balls awaiting 
you. When these limited-flight balls are 
hit into the lake, they float to the surface, 
making it a snap for the “groundskeepers” 
to gather them up later in the day. While 
unique, the gimmick doesn’t give you 
the same ability to see how you’re 
hitting your shots as a normal range. 
We were much more impressed by the 
professional massage therapist stationed 
at the back of the driving range. If you 
have a few muscles in your neck and 
back that aren’t quite ready for 100 mph 
swings, Coeur d’Alene has you covered. 
Relax face forward in the specially designed chair for 5-10 
minutes and you will quickly run out of excuses for a mulligan 
on the 1st tee. 

Everyone who has played Coeur d’Alene seems to rave about 
the trip to the golf course, the first-class service, the impeccable 
course conditioning, and the gorgeous surroundings. The 
journey aboard the mahogany speedboat takes about seven 
minutes. As the boat pulls up to the dock you’ll be greeted by 
your forecaddie, who serves as your personal concierge while 
you’re onsite. Our forecaddie was extremely helpful and full of 
energy. From the massage therapist to the boat captain at the 
14th hole and the staff in the golf shop, Coeur d’Alene’s utmost 
priority is taking care of patrons. This includes providing a 
pristine playing field. The fairways and greens are all bent 
grass, and we venture the fairways are more pristine than the 
greens of many other courses. The course employs an army of 
groundskeepers, but you’re not likely to see any. They work on 
the course overnight and in the wee hours of the morning so 
as not to intrude on anyone’s round. Lastly, the surroundings 
are spectacular. The combination of green grass, sparkling blue 
water, beach white sand, and towering trees in the “Big Sky” is 
truly something to behold.

Coeur d’Alene Resort (Rating: B+) has just come off a multi-
million-dollar renovation that has given this lakefront retreat 
a more elegant main floor, lobby, and outdoor patio, as well 

as expanded and enhanced meeting spaces, new restaurants, 
a completely redesigned cocktail lounge, an expanded fitness 
center, and a pleasing (and much needed) facelift to the oldest 
guestrooms. The often very busy lobby (Coeur d’Alene relies 
heavily on group traffic) now features Italian tile floors, a 
32-foot-long aquarium with 22 resident Koi, countertops made 
of granite imported from Brazil, and attractive contemporary 
art. Given the swirl of activity at this resort hub, the concierge-
style check-in is a most welcome feature.

Coeur d’Alene offers a wide variety of guestroom options priced 
by view. The signature Lake Tower Lake View Fireplace rooms 
on floors 8 to 17 rise above the marina and deliver mesmerizing 
lake vistas. These views can be enjoyed inside, thanks to floor-
to-ceiling windows, or outside while relaxing on the private 
balcony. The oversized studio arrangement features one king or 
two double beds and a step-down living area with a sofa, chair 
and ottoman, desk, flat-screen television, and gas-burning 
fireplace. Bathroom features include double vanities with 
granite countertops, a separate tub and glassed-in shower, and 
a distinct dressing area. 

If a lake view isn’t a priority, you can save by staying in the Park 
Tower or North Wing. Guestrooms in the Park Tower feature 
contemporary Italian furnishings and marina, city or mountain 
views. Coeur d’Alene’s most affordable rooms are found in the 
recently renovated North Wing. The North Wing represents the 
location of the original rooms at the resort when it first opened 
in 1986. Rooms have queen beds and a flat-screen television but 
limited views of the resort grounds. 

Coeur d’Alene resort enjoys a spectacular lakefront setting
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Coeur d’Alene Resort (Dining Rating: A-) offers a dozen dining 
options. Beverly’s features an intimate setting with views from 
the 7th floor, a million-dollar wine cellar, and some of the best 
food in the entire Northwest. We savored every morsel of the 
black sesame seed encrusted ahi tuna (flown in from Hawaii) 
served with wasabi aioli. Likewise, the hand-cut New York strip 
loin with cabernet reduction and locally harvested mushrooms is 
culinary heaven. Beverly’s version of crème brulée was a perfect 
light conclusion to an extraordinary dining experience.

For casual family-oriented dining, try the newly renovated and 
expanded Dockside Restaurant on the main floor by the water’s 
edge. Our eyes were immediately drawn to the 20-foot-long salad 
bar full of fresh greens, assorted fruits, and a collection of sides. The 
lunch and dinner menus range from sandwiches and burgers to 
seafood and steak. You can also order breakfast food day or night. 
The Dockside Signature French Toast is out of this world. Three  
thick slices of Challah are crusted with a sweet orange batter and 
Frosted Flakes before being grilled and served with whipped 
butter and maple syrup. The crunchy outside combined with the 
gooey inside is as uniquely textural as it is tasty. Sunday brunch at 
the Dockside is a lavish affair. The spread includes separate crêpe, 
omelet, sushi, seafood, and French toast stations as well as the  
salad bar. 

Other resort venues can be found on the lake or in or near 
the shopping center directly across from the main hotel. For 
international fare try the Bonsai Bistro and Tito’s Italian Grill, 
and for seafood and steaks look to Cedars Floating Restaurant 
and the Beachouse Bar & Grill. At the golf course, the Floating 
Green Restaurant features floor-to-ceiling windows as well as 

al fresco dining overlooking the 14th hole. None of these dining 
rooms remotely approach the quality (or the cost) of Beverly’s.

At the wonderful Coeur d’Alene Spa, a two-story waterfall 
cascades gently down to the lobby and instantly creates a relaxing 
mood. After being guided upstairs to the locker room, you 
wait for your therapist in an exquisite Quiet Room featuring a 
fireplace, a wall of windows overlooking the lake, and a glass 
ceiling. There are 21 treatment rooms and eight manicure/
pedicure stations. We sampled the Oh! Stone and Sports Fusion 
massages. “Oh!,” as in, “Oh, that feels so good,” is the perfect name 
for the utterly de-stressing hot-stone treatment. We capped off 
the day with a complimentary Champagne toast to celebrate our 
treatments and a Swiss-inspired Pure Essence Shower. Once you 
decide on a preprogrammed relaxation or rejuvenation option, 
19 showerheads commence spraying at various pressures and 
temperatures throughout this five-minute hydrotherapy. 

Although the greatly expanded fitness center is located at the 
main hotel, you must go to the golf course to access the resort’s 
infinity-edge outdoor pool and tennis courts. Other popular 
resort activities include renting a speedboat or taking a lake 
cruise. Ninety-minute cruises are offered each day, and there 
are also sunset dinner cruises and kid-friendly pirate-themed 
excursions. For those interested in active outdoor pursuits, the 
resort’s partner, ROW Adventures, offers lake kayaking, river 
floating, white water rafting, guided hiking and biking tours, and 
fly fishing, 

Coeur d’Alene Resort 
115 South 2nd Street, Coeur d’Alene, iD 83814 
Tel:  800-688-5253 or 208-765-4000  
 (Golf: 800-935-6283 or 208-667-4653) 
Web: cdaresort.com 
 337 rooms and suites starting at $139. 
Green fee:  resort guests: April, $125; May $150; June, $170;  
 July/August $195; september, $170; October, $125.  
 Public rates are $25 higher. includes cart,  
 forecaddie (gratuity is extra), practice facility, and  
 mini-massage. 

Aerification: none in season.

A Guide to our rAtinGs  

As a rule of  thumb, establishments in the “A” range  
are among the world’s finest and are not to be missed. 
Those in the “B” range still offer merit, but fall  
short of  “must-go” status. lower ratings may not meet 
the standards of  our discerning readers.

Pristine playing conditions are a Coeur d’Alene hallmark
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